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INTRODUCTION

This is the newest, and ome of the few, catalogues devoted exclusively
to Guatemalan coinage. Those of you who are long-term collectors kmow
that the cream has been skimmed from United States, Canadian, British,
and Mexican coin ccllecting. The big bargain in the rare cocin, picked
up from the unwary, is almost a thing of the past. Some ecllestors are
already evidencing an interest in Guatemala as a country whose colns are
vell wvorth concentration, particularly if one has any experience with the
Mexican., Collectors who are branching out to world coins should also
find Guatemala a fascinating study.

This catalogus is intended to be a simple introduction to Guatemalan nu-
mismatics, setting the stage for those of you who wish to go into 1%
more fully. I have made it as complete and as accurate as possible for
the present. However, I plan to bring out & new and fuller edition each
year. So, if you will, begin your Guatemalan coin collection, or begin
oclagsifying more fully, if you have a few coins now, and go along with me
as your collection grows.

As coin collectors, you know the many possibilities of error, and of wvar-
iations in price, particularly., As I make annual revisions, write and
point out any mistakes you may notice, and make suggestions, if you like.

My general plan of presentation is this. Of the coins before 1924 I have
listed each type, along with the first and last date minted (for example,
1883-88), Coins of this type might not have been struck in each of these
inclusive years, but in most of them. Since 1924 I have listed each date
with the mintage of that year.

The prices indicated here are given only as a guide to the buying and sell-
ing of Guatemalan coins. This catalogue, I should like to meke clesr, is
not intended to be & retail buying list. Sometimes there will be a blank
space (__), instead of a quoted price. Where it was impossible to authen-
ticate the price, I chose to leave it blank, rather thean be misleading.

The prices given are for coins in FINE to VERY FINE condition. There are
enough nice coins of almost every type available at this time, so that

this classification and pricing should be an adequate gulde.

If you are an experienced coln collector, you know what is meant when one
F-VF price 1s given. If you are a novice, study this illustration, and
you will be able to come up with an adequate estimated price for a coin in
GOOD-VERY GOOD, EXTRA FINE, or UNCIRCUIATED condition, based on the price
given for FINE-VERY FINE.

In 1928 there were 400,000 4 Quetzales struck. This entry will appear:
1925'tiiillliili[#m’mn'}illi![ll!!!!#lizi

The $1.25 means for P-VF, With this $1.25 as a base, you can estimate the
values of coins in other conditions like this:



GOOD-VERY GOOD III?-‘I'EI }!'I!I EXTRA-FINE UNCIRCUIATED
iven
T5¢ 1.25 $1.50 $2.50

Of eourse, no coin need be sold for lower than face wvalue.

You my find it helpful in general to kmow that many small coins of Guate-
mala before 1900 are most commonly found in GOOD to FIME condition and/or
holed. Contrary to popular belief, a hole does not destroy the value of a
coin. However, a holed coln should be sold at a discount. The copper coins
before 1900 are sometimes corroded. The coins of 1900-1912 were made cof
nickel, and as a result, wear quickly. The coins after 1912 are very easy
to obtain in VERY FINE or better, end after 1949, are very common in bright
UNCIRCULATED.

And now, here is The Coins of Gpatemsla. I hope you enjoy it.

Jamuary, 1964 Charles M, Robinsem, III
216 Corona Crescent
San Benito, Texas
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Brief History of Guatemala

i Guatemalas has had a varied and interesting history.
Iike Mexico and the other countries of Central A-
merica, it has gone through three phases in its de-
velopment: the early indigenous Indian, the Span-
ish colonial, and the modern republican.

The Mayan civilization flourished in Guatemala be-

tween 300 to 600 A, D. After the decline of their
eity, worship-center civilization, the &area was iphabited by wandering In-
dian tribes until the time of the Spanish. Columbus may have touched the
coast of Guatemals in his explorations in 1502, but it was Pedro de Alvara-
do, an officer of Cortes, who first clashed with the Guatemalan Indlan
tribes in 1524. It was he who established the first capital, Santiago de
los Caballercs de Guatemala, in 1524. (Because of the frequency of earth-
quakes, the capital was moved to Guatemala City in 1776.) From 1524 to
1221 Guatemals was the center of govermment for the Spanish Captaincy Gen-
eral of Guatemala, which extended from Panama to Yucatdn, and included mod-
ern Honduras, E1 Salvador, Nicaragua, Costa Rica, and most of the Mexican
state of Chiapas.

In 1821 all the Gentral American Spanish colonies declared their indepen-
dence from Spaim, and in 1822 were incorporated into the Mexican Empire by
Augustin Itirbide. When Mexico became a republic in 1823, these provinces
withdrew and formed the United Provinces of Central America. In 1839 Gua-
temala began to act independently of the United Frovinces, and was declared
a republic in 1847.

There was a period from 1847 to 1850 when there was fighting between Gua-
temala and the federalist forces of Honduras and El Salvador. In 1851 the
constitution of Guatemala was adopted, which provided for a republicam gov-
ernment headed by an elected president.

From this time on Guatemsla has had a veried political life, much of which
has affected the banking and monetary issues. I have inserted into the
text information of historical import which concerns the coinage. In a
brief scamning of its history, two things stand out: first, its attempts
over the years to operate in an orderly manner under an elective govern-
ment headed by a president, and, second, the question of federation with
the other Central American countries, which has kept eropping up from time
to time.

Here, listed briefly for convenient ready reference, are the Guatemalan
leaders (presidents, or "presidential dictators") since its founding as a
republic. You will notice that ome is honored on the colnage, and that
many of the commemoratives were struck on the coccasion of an event of his-
torical importance menticned here.

1851-1865, Rafael Carrera. Carrera was the leader who helped form the in-
dependent republic of Guatemala in 1839, He was elected first
president in 1851, and in 1854, was made president for life.
He died in office in 1865,
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1865-1871, Gen. Vicente Cerna, Deposed in 1871.

1873-1885, Justo Rufino Barrios. Fought to achieve Central American uniecn
when he couldn't bring it about peacefully. Killed in battle in
El Salwvador.

1885-1892, Gen, Manuel Lisandro Barillas., Made peace with the Central A-
merican countries.

1892-1898, Gen. Jose Maria Reyna Barrios. Agsassinated in 1898,

1898-1920, Manuel Estrada Cabrera. Ruled by frequent reelections from
1898 to 1920, when he was forced to resign after & revolution
in Guatemala City.

1920=-1921, Carlos Herrera, & strong unionist. He signed a pact for the
Central American Union with El Salvador and Honduras. Most out-
standing work was the rebuilding of the capital from the ruins
following the earthquake of 1917-18. Overthrown, 1921,

1922-1926, Gen. Jose Mar{a Orellana.

1926-1930, Gen. lazdro Chacdn, overthrown by Gen. Manuel Orellana's forces.

1930 , Gen, Manuel Orellana, Hesigned.

1931-1944, Gen. Jorge Ubdco. Established a progressively rigid dictator-
ship and was overthrown by a revolt in 1944, In the same year
his suecessor, Gen. Federico Fonce, was overthrown by a revelt.

1945-1951, Jusn Jose Arevale. Recpened Guatemala's claim to British Hondu-
ras.,

1951-1954, Lieut. Ceol. Jacobo Arbenz Guzman., Parts of his government came
under Communist influence.

19541957, Carlos Castillo Armes, an anti-Communist. Under him the new Con-
atitution of 1956, outlawing the Communist party, was put into
effect. He was assassinated in 1957.

1957-1963, Miguel Yd{gorss Fuentes. Elected president. 1962 was a year of
revolt because of protested strong arm methods of the president
in the national electims of 1961l. In April a military coup,
headed by Colonel Enrique Peralde Azurdia tock over the govern-
ment and exiled Yd{goras.

1963~ , 0GCol. Peraldo, an anti-Communist and strong friend of the U. S.,
continued in control, and has recently announced that an election
will be held before March 30, 1964, for delegates to & constitu-
tional assembly.

Additicnal Informetion About Guatemala
Size: Second largest of the five Central American republics,

Population: 3,765,000 (1962), of whom 55% are pure-blooded Indians, descen-
cants of the ancient Mayas. There is a small group of white peo-
ple of Spanish descent. The rest are chiefly ladinos, people of
mixed Spanish and Indian blood.

Official language: OSpanish.
Chief products: Bananas, beans, ccffee, cotton, rice, rubber, sugar, chic-

le, lumber, scap, furndture, textiles. Total exports of Latin
America by Guatemalas: 1%,



Flag: The nationel flag consists of & white, verticel stripe, be-
tween two dark blue vertical stripes, with the naticnal coat
of arms on the white stripe,

ational bird: The (uetzal assumes particular importence in Guatemalan

history since the naming of the basic monetary unit for it
in 192L. It is alsoc on the national coat of arms.

The Luetzal has figured largely on the Mexican and Letin Ameri-
can scene since before the days of the Asztees. Its brilliant,
blue-green feathers were used by the early Indians to make their
unbelievable woven cepes, which were 8 part of the gift offered
by Montezuma to Cortés. The famous gquetzal-feathered headdress
of Montezuma, whose original is now in & Vienna museum, is dup-
licated for display in the National Museum of Anthropology in
Mexico,

A professor at the University of Mexico tells the story of how
it finally became possible, with "™ankee ingemmity and know-how"
to keep the Quetzal alive in Captivity, after yesrs of failure,
Somecne a8t a New York zoo finally hit on the idea of having a
captive bird of some other breed hatch the Quetzal eggs. Appar-
ently the new hatchees never knew the difference, and now almost
anyone who wants to follow the procedure can have a caged Quet-
zal,



Numismetios: As rmumismatists you will be interested to know that Guatema-
1a has no national numismatic society. I am including (below)
s note from the Bank of Guatemala with this information, and
the expressed hope that Guatemalans may, in the near future,
have enough interest in coin collecting to establish such an

organization.
BANCO DE GUATEMALA 17925
Charles Robinson
giﬁ gg;i?:, Texas. Guatemala,l3 de noviembre de 1963,

De nuestra conslderacidn:

Tenemos el agrado de dirigirnos & wusted
para remitirle la informacién que indicamos al pie de la
presente.

Nos suseribimos stentamente,

—

En nuestro pails no existe ninguna Sociedad Numismhti-

ca, por lo que no podemos enviarles la informacibdn que nos
aolicita.-

Por nuestra parte le agradecerfamos nos enviara, el -
e jemplar de su libro que saldrf a publicacibn préximamente,
pués nos seria de gran utilidad. Si le falta alglin dato

scbre nueatra moneda sirvase indicarle y nosotros se lo pro
porcionaremos con gusto,-

eim,



of Custemala

1699-1771 Private tokemsissued because of coin shortage

1700-1747 Reign of Philip V

1731 Guatemalan Mint authorized, and established in first capital
1733 First coinage issued—cob type

1747=1759 Reign of Ferdinand VI

1747-1821 Era of the proclamastion pleces

1753 Cobs discontinued

1754-1772 Pillar type coins issued (round)

1759-1788 Reign of Charles III

1771 Last of the tokens issued in Zambo, Ccosta Grande. Issued in
4, 1, and 2 reales
17712 Pillars discontinued, bust type coins issued (through Reign of

Ferdinend VII)
1773=1776 Mint moved to Guatemala City
1788-1808 Reign of Charles VI
1789 First commemcrative medal struck in honor of the founding of
the Institute of Fine Arts
1808-1821 Reign of Ferdinand VII
1821-1822 The Mexican Empire
1823=1847 Central American Federation
1859-1865 Coinage of Carrera
1866-1871 Carrera Fundador coinage
1869-1871 First decimal coinage attempted

1872 Decimal coins unpopular, reales restored

1881-188, Second decimal attempt, 25 centavos struck until 1893

1882 Second restoration of the reales

1890 Unofficiel bronze patterns were struck in both 27 mm. and 37
mm. sizes by Mennig Freres of Brussels, Belgium.

1894 Countermarked Chilean and Peruvian dollars

1900-1912 Reales coined in nickel
1915=-1922 Provisional coinage
1920-1924 Monetary value of the peso collapsed

1924 Currency reforms: 100 centavos equals 1 Quetzal

1925 New coins struck under the Quetzal system. One Quetzal coins
struck but discontimued because of production costs.

1926 Gold coins struck, then discontinued.

1926 Central Bank of Guatemala established

1926 Lagt commemorative medal struck in honor of the founding of
the Central Bank.

1946 Bank of Guatemala established. Controls the mint issues.



The Coins of Guatemsla, 1733-1963

Up until 1733 there was no such thing as the Guatemalan mint. Until that time
Guatemalan tokens (town, hacienda or plantaticn, and merchant), coins from the oth-
er Spanish colonies, and barter were the only mediums of exchange in Central Ameri-
ca. On Jamary 17, 1731, Eing Philip V ordered the Guatemslsan mint created. Howev-
er, no coins were struck until 1733.

The Colonial Mints

Sinoce New Spain was so widespread, one may correctly conclude that there were sev-
eral minta. In order to identify the coinage of the different coloniesa, it is ne-
cessary to know the different mint marks.

CUB...coacananss fEsesabEEaE Gu“ﬂ, ?:l.l:llruyalty of Paru
3 IM.cossasnssssscscsscnns Lil‘-_p ?iﬂﬂrmlt]’ of Peru
Nesssssasssssssssasssnsss S8ntiago (Chile), Vicercyalty of Peru
H Ehpﬂrimuad PT8)...... Potosi (Bolivia), Vicercyalty of Peru
AR EEE AR B R B E W Huﬂ?ﬂ Eﬂiﬂﬂ {Eﬂlﬂnhiﬂ}, ?1¢Erl:=3ﬂ1f-]’ ﬂf HHH Grﬂnﬂdﬂ
i i al s e sssssmsnBEEn PD]‘FH. {Gﬂlﬂhiﬂ}, Viﬂﬂrﬂj'ﬂlt? of New Granada
ﬂ, Hicceesossnsnsssnsnsersse Ciudad Guatemala {Euﬂtam&lﬂ}, viﬂﬂrﬁfaltf of New Epﬂin
B R E R R R R E AR e ﬂiudﬂd Mexico u'h[l.ﬁﬂ'], ‘l'iﬂﬂl‘ﬂ?ﬂltj‘ Df H'E"’n' SIﬂin
GPR wevesscsssnsssenssssess Guadalajara (Mexico), Viceroyalty of New Spein
GCevunssccersssssnsnsssnss GUANAjuato (Mexico), Vicerayalty of New Spain

There were, in addition, quite & few mints in Spain (Madrid, Valencia, among oth-
ers), each with its identifying mint mark.

Pillar Coinage

The pillar type coins take their name from the Fillars of Hercules, flanking the
two hemispheres on the reverse of these coins. They were struck during the reigns
of Philip V, Ferdinand VI, and Charles III, beginning in 1733. The plllar coinage
may be divided into two main types:

l. The cob type. Thie type takes its mame from the Spanish phrase: "ecabo de
barra,” cut end of a bar. In minting, the metal was out from a bar, heat-
ed, and stamped with the arms of Spain. Many times the hammer would
bounce, causing a double or triple striking.

2. The round type. This was atruck in a perfect circle by machinery. The
edges were milled by tremendous hydraulic pressure to discoursge filing
gilver from the adges.

On all pillar types the name of the ruler appears at the left of the shield on the
obverse.

Philip V, 1700-47

(eob type)
%ml--rtivllitilﬁmllii ------- *‘E
1 mlr--v-¢+i¢i{l?33-46:liﬁ -------- 55

2 mlﬂl--l-t1-11-‘1'?33-46]11:----1--*;?‘
& m].-l---‘1-*1-[1?3-‘.;-!&-'5}-;11----1*50
g mlﬂl------1-{1733‘46}---111-11#4&

cob type B reales of Fhilip V



Colonial Coins—-Pillar Type

Ferdinand VI, 1747-59
(cob type)

T Po8)ceesnnned(IThT=53) cunanenaeells
1I"Ealil-I-I-I-lI'll{l'?ll?"ﬁj}liiii-vi--*i
2 reales.....cen. {l'?l‘rll?-ﬁj}iiiittiirii?
1’* rﬂﬁlﬂﬂ....+u-{l'ﬂu.?-53}-..-..---535
'B I'EE].BE.... i i--.{l?-li?"s_j] ......... ﬂﬂ

(round type)

ey OB SR (1754=50) v s0essss $10
1 raalllll-l-l--l-Ill{lTﬂ-m}iﬁiiiiiimtzs
2 T7e8led,.ueesss(1755-59) ciuncns . 835
4 redles...cccce. {1?%&}#11;---*-*?5
8 refled..cences(1754-60) 00eeseq.$100

Note: Ferdimand VI died in 1759, but
news didn't reach Guatemala until ear-
ly 1760, which accounts for the Ferdi-
nand VI coins of 1760,

Both Ferdinand VI and Charles III is-
sued proclamation pleces on their cor-
onations. These are listed under

their own heading on pages 10, 11, and
12,

Bust

round type £ reales of Charles III

Charles III, 1759-88

(round type)
R T ot e wns bas (1760=72) ceaness $3.50
l m]-'-rrlliifr(l?m-ﬁ.}lt-ntttll-l$5'
2 T08188.se0eees(1TO269) i ieicnee $10
L To8leB..ususs i o L "o Pk o ) DR $30

B refles..eneees(1760=T1).0.c0ue... 820

Coins

In 1772 Charles 111 ordered production of the pillar type coinasge to cease and coin-
age of the bust type to begin. Some collectors prefer to call this type "Pillara"

because of the pillars flanking the arms.

type.

Charles III, 1759-88

4 re8liceciieces (1772~89) s 0eenasans §2
1 rﬂll..-”-----{IWE—ET}..----”--tj
2 reales...cue.. (1772287 ) e s oenssvs $5

4 TOB188, eeeeee s (LTT2=87) 0ssensses 325
H‘ I'Eﬂlaﬂ-“...“[1772-3'9]'{111115.} *15

Nete: Charles III died in 1788, but,
once again, the news was a year late,

All bust types were struck in the round

Charles IV, 1788-1808

(Portrait of dharlaa III, 1789-90)
4 roll.ecrcenere{1TB90) curssonsssds

g NN (1789-90) c.ceccansns $5
2 re8188...000ee(1789-90) . 0ccenes$10
AR T T DN s [ .- - v $35

B reales........(1789-90) (111us.) $25



Colonial Coins—Bust Type

(Bust of Chas. IV. Legend: CAROLUS IIII)

* PoRl.oosesnnns (1790=1807) cevssases bl
1 realicecessese(1790=1808)0,.004.8$1.50
2 realed........(1790=1807)...... .$1.50
4 T8188u0s00ses(1790-1807) 0 0 0uas. $10
8 Hahﬂliiitlililﬁl-lﬂﬂﬂ} {illﬂﬂ-}tlﬂ

In 1793 a new denomination appeared in
Guatemala, the 4 real. The obverse
showed the castle of the Spanish prov-
ince of Castile, and the reverse showad
the lion of the province of Laon.

S L]

Ferdinand VII, 1808-33
(Rule in Guatemala, 1808-21)

A
S

(Bust of Charlss IV)

* refl.,.ecnees (1BOB-10) .40 0se.es.$10
1 7o) ceenvensel JBOBSI0). o oennnes $15
2 rnﬂlﬂﬂiiitiilﬁilms-ln} lllllllll ;25
d. mﬂlﬂﬂ.....--.{lﬂﬂ?—lﬂ}........-$5ﬂ'
8 reales........ (1808-10) (11lus.) 845

(Bust of Ferdinend VII)

real (lion and castle )(1808-22)..85
T881l.0cuenneea(1808-22) ... 0...81.50
1real..oeense ee(1811=21) ... ....52.50
B P V) & |- [ ) [RESR L)
-l!i- Mhniiiitiiiilﬂll-zl}i -------- *1{}
8 reales........(1811-22)(411, )$#12.50

Proclamation Pleces

Central Govermment

Ferdinand VI, 1747=59

Coronation year—1747
Pl 1 real....
e R T 1 e S T S s
P3 ‘ m;ﬂa---iit{illumtud}llilllﬁ-g

L N ]

10

Charles III, 1759-88

Coronation year=-1760
TR e A S & S8 RS 3 [
P5 1 rml"qI'II!i!!!!l’!'.!!!l'iil*lﬁ
Pé 4 reales (26.5mm. illustrated).$30
?T 4 H'Hlﬂﬂ {33”-}14¢1tttitttttil



Colonial Coins--Proclamation Pieces

Charles IV, 1788-1808

Coronation year--1788
PE 1m1 iI!lllilliillll‘l"‘i‘""-‘;li
Pg 2 Tﬂlﬂﬂ }ii‘ii#iilif""i'l'lliilﬁ
P10 4 reales ....(illustrated).---$25

Ferdinand VII, 1808-21

Coronation year--1808
Pll 1 refl.icsecssscccsccccnvanes —
P12 2 reales (Legend: R.EIH.'L%...., $15
P13 2 reales [hganﬂ: REINA

[iuuﬂtﬂ'ﬁﬂﬂ (T EE NN N NN NN ‘lziiu

Proclamation Pleces of

Corcnation year-—1808
In 1808 there was a silver 16 reales
(11lustrated above), and 8 gold 16 es-
eudos struck to commemorate the coroma-
tion of Ferdimand.

The 16 reales is rare, while the only
known 16 escudos ia in Santiago, Chile.

PIE 15 ToB BB, i venerisssnaabnnas RARE
P15 1:5' ﬂﬁnudﬂnlllllll!!!!i!l!-I“HImE

New Spanish Constitution--1812
S L T R o S e sas B15

the Districts

Chiapas

Coronation year--1789 (Charles IV)
P].'?I 1mllliilllll!IlII-!l-ilill =i

Coromation year—1808 (Ferdinand VII)
P18 1 real ..... R
F19 2 reales ........

i F EAaFFEEFEIERR

Leon de Nicaragua

Coronation year--1808

1L

Quezaltenango

Coronaticn year--
b B | rnl.....{illnltﬂttdi“... =

P22 2 relleB.ccccccccsasnnanenens

Annexation to Mexico —1B22
(For details, see the section on the

).

Mexican

P23 1 real (illus., silver Iturbide)
P2, 1 real (gold Iturbide)..VERY RARE



Colonial Coins—Proclamation Pieces of the Disiricts

San Salvador
Coronation year—1808 (Ferdinend VII)
?Eﬁ ]l real sRmERERARER R R R ER R R R E R
P26 2 TOA1BB cocecssersssansnsensa

Santa Ana
Goropation year—1808 (Ferdinand VII)

P27 1 real .....(illustrated).....$10

Gold Coins

Philip ¥V, 1700=47
Hone issued.
Ferdinand VI, 1747=60

1 e800Ad0 .ee..(1751s 1757 )scucss §

8 escudos......(1750=57)
{illuntratmi]................. $£175

Note: In the Spanish monetary system

it tock 16 reales to equal 1 escudo.

The most popular mame for the & escu-

dos was "doubloon.™

Cherles III, 1759-88

2 e80Ud08.eesea(1783,1785)..0.0.. $50

4 e80UdOBe... . e (1778=83)0cveesss $300
g escudos......(1761-68) no assay-

er initial (illustrated) ..... $400
8 escudos ..... (1777-87) assayer

mmllii!f#! llllllllllllll iitﬁm

Truxille
Corenation year-—1808

F28 2 reales ....(illustrated)....£7.50

Charles IV, 1788-1808
(Bust of Charles III)
1l e850ud0scsssssel1789=90) eueeseas. $100
L @8CUAOB .0 srass [ k) (D $400

B e20udoS.ecesee(1789-90) userennes $200

(Bust of Charles IV)

1 e8cud0eeseseel LTy 1797 )ecsssces $75

2 8800UA08. . .ua. T T R . $100

4 escudos,..(1794, 1797, 1801).... $150

E Eﬂﬁudﬂﬂttttl?gﬁj 1T9Tj 15&1]
(11Instrated).e.cssvsnssnsssnness §275

Ferdinand VII, 1208-21

1l 880Ud0cessccesel1BlT ) eevsccsrnase $50
2 eBCUd0B.sessose(1BlT) sncssssasses $50
4 escudoS........(1813, 1817)..... $350
8 escudos (1811, 1817) (illustra-

t!d} --filllr'ftrrrirrlliltiiiiii*lﬁﬂ



The Mexican Empire

In 1821 the Central American states declared independence. The Spaniards could not
send soldiers, as they were trying to hold their more important colonies. The Span-
ish withdrew from Mexico in the summer of 1821, and the Mexicans set up an imperial
government with General Augustine Iturbide as emperor. Shortly afterwards, Guatemala
wag annexed by Mexico, soon to be followed by El Salvador, Costa Rica, Honduras, and
Nicaragua. In 1823 Iturbide was deposed and exiled to Europe. Soon after, the Cen-
tral American states seceded from the Mexican Empire. In 1824 Iturbide, in another
bid for power, returned to Mexico, and was executed in the town of Padilla, in the
state of Tamaulipas.

Although the goins of the Mexican central govermment were struck in many places, they
8l]l bear the M mint mark of Mexico.

Proclamation Piece Commemorating Gua-
temalan Annexation

P29 1 real..ssssa(1822)0sces.$12.50 8 reales (1822) long neck, upright
Hﬂ.glﬂ .|.||'n¢lll--l-rrrrlllll!iifillll*ﬁu

Regular Issues
i’ ra“lllIillil!!{lﬂﬂ—ﬂ}lilrlt-iltq
1 m.l---q.--a.--{1322"‘23}1-1------!‘15
5 raBlBB. . aseseek 1822223 ) anees e sBlD

8 reales (1822=23) short neck and
curved Eﬂﬂlﬂ----v-litllrirrfrrii"'!bﬁ'
g reales (1822) small head, up-
right aagl&,...................5-5':'

8 egeudos (1822) bust and esgle,.$250 4 eseudos (1823) bust and coet
nfBrmﬂ'-‘ill“l‘ll""'*"‘il‘l‘llll *ﬁm
4 8 escudos (1823) same, (11lus.).. $350



Central America
The Federal Republis, 1823-18.7

In 1823 when the Central American states seceded from Mexico, they formed a8 federal
republic., The main mint was in Guatemala, the strongest state. In the 1830's the
states began to quarrel among themselves, and in 1839 Guatemala began to act indepen-
dently of the central government. The federation collapsed, and by the emd of 1847,
ceased to exist. In 1B8L7 Guatemala declsred itself a republic and started the forma-
tion of its own government, which became a reality with the adoption of its republi-
ean constitution in 1851,

There were four mints operating in Central America during the perlod of the Federal
Republiec.

N GivssessCludad Guatemela, Guatemala HRecose essssss Managua, Nicaragua
C Riveeeaatan J'D“p Costa Hica Tessnsnsnnnnsns Tﬂguﬁigﬂlpﬁ, Honduraas

8 Perdod of the Federal Republic

Trial by Jury

The ccin below commemorates the estab-
lishment of trial by jury. A rough

translation of the legends: EL PUEBLO
JUEZ—~The Town Judge; IUCIO POR JURA-

DOS——Judgment by Jury.

o (1824=25) ceecess $2.50 | o e
re8l...osessss (1824, 1846)..... $10 This is more crudely struck than the
T A I (1824, 1828)...... $8 regular issues. It was a proviaional
8 reales (1847) (illustrated).... $15 issue of one of the revolutions of the

peried.

Central American Gold
+ 880Ud0....... (1824=43) ceuccanes $20
1l 88cUd0.e.eeee(1824=25)urerncees $25
2 escudoS...... (1825al6) cccecenes $35
4 e8cudoB......(1824-25).,..... $1000

'E ﬂ'ﬂ-ﬂ‘lﬂiﬂﬂ TEREE {182&‘25.} {1111.15—
L) e v v v nnw s e neses e 1500




The Republic of Guatemala
1847 to Quetzal Coinage, 1924

The first two types struck by the Re-
public of Guatemala were commemora-
tives.

The founding of the Republic--1847

1. ml...qiijijlll-llll-llil!"""f *lﬂ

The Guatemalan Constitution--1851
1 r“li--q.""j'llilfllllll!!-“"*ﬁ‘ﬁn

This coin was the last Guatemalan com-
memorative.

Regular Issues

On April 26, 1853 President Rafael
Carrera issued a decree making the sys-
tem of 8 reales equal to 1 pesc the na-
tional currency. No coins were struck,
however, until 1854,

This is the last 8 reales coin struck
by Guatemsla, The bust is of Columbus.

The next coins bore the portrait of
President Rafael Carrera and the leg-
end RAFAEL CARRERA P* DE LA R» DE GUA-
TEMALA, which means "Rafael Carrera,
President of the Republic of Guatemala,"
Many coins of each denomination of this

were, until 1862, countermarked
with an "R" in a circle. Prober, along
with other suthorities, thinks that th'is
countermark is the result of a war be-
tween Guatemals and E1 Salvador (1860-63),
and that the "R" countermark converted
the Guatemalan coins into legal Selvador-
an coinage.

'i' rﬂal.......{.1359—55}-.“...“-5&#—11?
1 T‘E-ﬂl.‘.,-.---Elaﬁg—ﬁi}iillii---?ﬁlt-“p
2 I'ﬂﬂlﬁﬂ””.{lﬂﬁ"}-ﬁﬁ}.-”“-‘Ilrm-'l.'lp
L T88188.....(1859=65) .. 0...82.00-0p
1 peso (1859-65) (1llus.)...$10.00-up

4 real « + «50¢=1p
Carrera died in 1865, and the govern-
ment was taken over by General Vicente
Cerna, who ordered the lagend on the
coins changed to R. CARRERA FUNDADCR
DE IA RA DE GUATEMAIA, which means "R.
Carrera Founder of the Republic of
Guatemala "

% real.,eee. (1867-69)........ 50¢-up
1real.......(1865-69)....0... 65¢=up
2 ﬁﬂlﬂﬂ-rt-ﬁi[laﬁa"?ug -------- ?5'?"'1]3
ﬁ. I'ﬂﬂlﬂﬂ-....;.[l&ﬁ‘;’l-ﬁa TEERE *lIm.“p
1 peso (1866-71) (illus.)... $5.00-up



The Republic of Guatemala
1B4L7 to Quetzal Coimage, 1924

Decimel Coinage

From 1869 to 1871 there was a brief at-
tempt to reform the coimage from the
complicated real to the simple decimal
system. This proved unpopular with the
people, who distrusted the decimal
coins and took them only at discount.
After three years, the government re-
stored the reales.

Copper

1 “nt"ﬁ-i-tntttti;ml}iq------

Silver

25 ﬂl].'l“"ﬂl-----.{1&69‘?&]41-1-:-*'*1-'“]!
This is another "Carrera Fundador" coin.

50 centavos..... eeel1BT0) eieeeesSl=-1p

Reales, ,900 Fine
real {13'?2—'?3} i mark, ,.504-up

real (1878) (1illustrated)
large G mint mark.............50¢-up

% IR [, - - ) S 50¢-up
1 .'t'lll-u....-{Hﬂ-?ﬂ}.........ﬁﬂf,—u
2 reales (1872-73, 1879)(4illus.)75¢-up

16

U. 8. Trade Dollar, 1873-75

(By way of comparison, I have illustra-
ted a U, 5. oriental trade dollar under
the peso. An interesting similitude.)

4 reales...(1872, 1878, 1879)....§1-up
1 peso.....(1872-73, 13'?5—'?'9}....‘35—11?

«835 Fine
Hallllivvv‘{]-m] ------ ;-JEE'#-TIP
real..... ry {13??-81} -------- 25¢-HP

1 Hﬂl-“-..--{15’?9}-“-.-.”” .5U¢~‘tlp
2 reales...... o R s SR S 75¢=up

Decimal Coinage

Here we have a second attempt at deci-
m2l coinsge (188l1). It again proved
unpopular, and the reales were restored.
Twenty-five centaves, however, were
coined until 1893,

Copper




The Republic of Guatemala
1847 to Quetzal Coinsge, 1924

5 contAvoS..e.e..- (1881)....:: $1.50-up
10 centavos...(1881) (1llus.)...$2-up
25 contavos......(1881-82),.....83-up

L Te8leB.cuasss W(1892-93) enerens $l-up
There are two varieties of the above
coin, large wreath, and smell (illus-
trated.)

25 centavos

Hea
e 9

4 Te8lessenssa(1B87-95) .. 0. eq 25¢-up

25¢-up

Assayer initials under wreath on all 2
thrﬂﬁ liﬂ‘ﬂ-&ﬂ hﬂlﬂﬁ” 1 PEDIIIIl'llll{lm-g?}l!riililtﬁ.up

4 real........(1889-93).cu0sse.25¢=up

T (1883=93) vuuus + + + 50¢=up Note: During the 1890's there was &

2 re8leB.sess+(1889) icicccsssesTif=up coin shortage, becsuse the Guatemalan
mint was unable to meet demands om 1it.

No agsayer initials on coins below: From 1894 throvgh 1901 orders were sub-
mitted to the Heaton Mint in Birminghém,

‘L’ ranli'tttiiltm-?g}li ----- .51:'#—1111 Englﬂl.ﬂ for colna of all WH ﬂmﬂpt'

1 realece.eess(1894-1900).,....50¢-up gold. All coins minted by Heaton bear

2 reales (1894-1900) (1llus.)..50¢-up the initial "H" under the wreath.

17



The Republiec of Guatemala
1847 to Quetzal Coinege, 1924

Countermarked Coins

On July 10, 1894 an application was
filed with the Guatemalan government
for permission to countermark the sil-
ver coins of Chile and Peru, which saw
more circulation in Guatemala than the
domestic colnage. This application
was approved with one alteration. On-
ly the pesos of Chile and the soles of
Peru were to be countermsrked. The mi-
nor coins of the two countries were to
be called in by the govermment. The
coins were stamped with & # real die

1 peso, on Peruvian sol (1894)..83.50
1 peso, on Chilean peso (18%4)..... $6

Legend: RAFAEL CARRERA P* DE LA R* DE
GUATEMAIA, denomination in wreath.

L TOB188.0u0uese(1B60=64)srnenses b1l
1 pesoecsesassss(1859-B0),00aesas $10
2WBM“-‘*““‘Elgigj'.--""““I*Eﬂ
fp p‘a"ﬂartilltilt 1561_62]1*!!111#1*?5
5 P’B!uuiiiiiillitm}lriivtiliilm
15' Pﬂﬂﬂ‘ﬂrtttﬁllt{lﬂﬁa—ﬁﬁjt------"lﬁm

Legend: R. CARRERA FUNDADOR DE LA REP.
DE GUATEMAIA, denomination in wreath.

& POSOBesoass .=(1868=69).........$50
8 PeSOB..ccaasaallBBB8)usrnnnnas. . $100
16 wgnﬂttn--;tq{laﬁg}idittiilttlt‘lﬁu

legend: R. CARRERA FUNDADOR DE LA R*
DE GUATEMALA, shield on reverse.

L3877 T T PN | £ | [P -
10 PeB0BesucssesllBBT)eurcuuncceess$50
20 PEBOB...u.-. o(1869)eecesceess .$200

I‘Hll-----u"{1%3-51].......25#-@
I‘Eﬂl---“----Elgm—ﬂlju.”..zfrﬁ-up
Lranls . scievas lmu].......ﬁﬂﬁ-up

This is the last coinage of the real
gystem.

Now we sre approaching a period of
revolution and inflation. The pese
collapsed as & useful monetary unit,
and, with fighting and coin shortages,
there was a need for colmpe of some
sort.

This asccounts for the Provisional is-
sues, which are described on the pext

page.

5 POBOBassssssesl1BTR=T8) cvsssess$50
20 PEEOB.wcwscsn [13'”-?3]--”“;*1@

LI T R (|- - 1) RS sone BID
10 PEBOB.esscsss 2 T R 5 [1 1]



The Republic of Guatemala
1847 to Quetzal Coinage, 1924

1C e, 1915-23

This series can be compaered with Mexico's revolutionary coinage. On the assassina-
tion of President Barrios in 1898, a dictator, Mamel Estrada Cabrera, came to power.
Estrada Cabrera ruled with an iron hand, and, as a result, was hated by the peoplse.
In 1915, having attempted several discrganized and unsvecesful revolts, they rose up

as a body, and after several attempts, finaslly succeeded in 1920 in driving Estradas
Cabrera from power. He died in exdle in 1924.

These coins of the provisional period were issued to make up for the coin shortage of
the revolutionary years. The central government coinage continuved in ecirculation,
when available, during this period.

124 centavos.......(1915).......81.25
25 0entavos........(1915)...... $1.50

5 PESOB.cccoreersilIR3)ccsnseensBlels

One silver 5 pesoa of the same deslgn
as the copper is known to have eaxisted
in the collection of King Farouk of E-
gypt. The collection was sold in 1952,
when Farcuk was overthrown, and the

1 PBBO:sssasssaldP22-2F)sunssssnnaTDf fate of the coin is undertain.

19



The Republic of Guatemala, 1924-

On November 26, 1924 & decree was issued causing & terrific monetary reform,

First,

the basic unit of the new coinage was made the Quetzal (nemed for the natiomal bird,

and represented by ), and its value set at 100 centavos (¢) to the Quetzal.
3 g10, and £20; silver was valued at @, @b, and 1. (la-

gold coins were valued at g5,

Second,

ter in 1924, by an additional decreezl, 2, 5, and 10¢ were instituted.) Third in
the decree, the composition of gold coins was set at 900 gold, .100 copper. The
composition of silver was set at .720 silver, .280 copper.

16 mm.
13‘0& Eim

1932, 0 0seeesssl3,000,000) 000se0e0e25d
1933. . ce0eesseld;000,000)..... I L
lﬁﬁiiifi*il‘l{m’m}}illll!!rlll'*ui

Ume Centavg

Weight 3 grams 20.1 mm.

Pure copper (1000 Fine)
I e s s aid (357,000) cccae vesns50¢

Type 1I
(Photo seme as Type I)

20.1 mm.
-300 zine

Weight 3 greams
.7T00 copper

1929 s as 00t sl 500000 ) wcaininisvosve sl
D e a(3,0005000) 5 suavaas 25¢
s £ o SRR e T (1,500,000).0uesess 304
193'&-11----'-'qiliﬂm’mﬂjln.;rtn-laﬁé
T 3b.uiess va 5o 500,000) 4 4 s 5000 se0shOf
193?........,.{1,Gﬂﬂ,nncg.., ..... 35¢
1938, s cneeeonsl1;000,000) 00000358
1939, . iennenesl1;500,000)ccnseeess 30¢
1946iriiiifiiilijgruun}ili ------ !!iﬂ¢
19T v s ssnvonasklydRls000 ) cisesnensedTd
I8 s asnmanas (1,620,000) e00s.. s s 30¢

20

Welght 3 grams
.T00 copper

IM3esssnessoalh505000) e 00sessesss50¢
I3k s o vwnsons o (25 D50,000) ¢ +.s5c0015 .35¢

This coin attempted a drastic change

in the national emblem of Guatemala,
The original emblem showed a profile

of the quetzal, standing on a scroll,
surrcunded by laurel leaves, with
erossed swords and riflss. The new em~
blem showed the quetzel in & spread-
eagle design, with its long tail curved
a8lmost all the way srocund the coin.

The change caused a mass protest, and
after two years of issue, the emblem on
the coins was changed back to the ori-
ginal.

It ia interesting to note that the U. S,
Mint in Philadelphia struck the onme and
two centavos in 1943, and the San Fran-
eisco Mint, in 1944. There are no dis-
tinguishing marks on these coins,

Type IV

Weight 3 grams 21 mm.
« 100 copper «300 2inc
1949, 00000 S b 5 B e Ly ) T . s 204

1953ttmr+¢¢-i1{3,ﬁ63p42?)111trtr¢-15¢
Igilt-----1-.|{3;556,4361--4----1115¢
152 ssesenn sk Lkl 280)  ianeons +25¢
lgﬁjtrrif-tit!{2'21¢j$?3}rr!t!t!ti2D¢



The Republic of Guatemala, 1924-

(One Centavo)

Weight 3 grams 21 mm.

.700 copper 300 gzine

p - R (L4854 5000) 00 snsns +25¢

1955 . s ausessnalIph00,975) ccuueeesalSd

195'6 -------- u{ﬂ,j‘-‘.ﬂ,mﬂ}-uu- --115'#

19570 0sccescne(33900,000)ccs0eees .10¢
Type VI

Weight 3 grams 21 mm,
.700 copper 300 zinc
19-5'3 ----- t-iil{jjm,mﬂ]ll.ililll-lE#
1959...... voool25,001,000) 40cessseslOf
YO0, o as s useaalBpd00,000) 0. o R L1
196)..ccees el 3,000,000) 00ssenassslig
1952-!#1!1.!'1#{1,‘;:“}’@}4 -------- 25#

1963--;;#-*-----;-;;---r---;;;tt--lﬁf

Types IV, V, and VI show the portrait
of Fray Bartclome de las Casas, a
Spanish priest who fought against the
cruel treatment of the Indians by the
Spaniards., Casas was in Mexico with
Cortds, and in Peru with Pizarre, and
finally settled in Guatemalsa.

e
Weight 6 grams
.7300 eopper

1932 ccssenees(35000,000) ss0eeensa 35¢

21

Weight & grams 27 mm.
.T00 copper 300 zine
11,77 PR (150,000) .5 sesssnnsss T5¢
lm----iiilnni:lllm’m lllli!llil‘m#
1 5ecesns cesekly100,000) . 4.00000s60¢
Sea note under 1¢, Type III.

Weight 1.6 grams 15.5 mm.
.T20 ailver 280 gino
TO0K s amnitame sk 20 00N s widin ani e L304

1928, . oouensesllyO00,000) s s sss00eeeIOf
1929, . o evoneesl sy 000, 000) 00 deneeeeaIOf
19324 s aceeseeal2y000,000) . 00r000e 25¢
1-933i1-!1 ----- a-{jmlﬂm}.n”p----..Eﬂf
112 7 A e (1,500,000) cceecnceselif
1937..........Eaﬂn,unuj.........*..50¢
19331-------1-1 jm,mﬂ]-+.n------¢-5n¢
1983, s e nnenenalFO0,000) s 0nesnesssss IO
IQM---Ha--*-{l,mﬁlm:ﬂ---;------BD#
1945, eennsneanhly306,000) .0 cesesssad0f

TUE. cuvvesaohdyTlh D00} s i ave .s25¢
194?1-.1; ----- i{lpmjmﬂ}tt--rr---mzi*
3 [ 17 PR (1,202,681) 0c00ssesss308

I%QQlliritlil[imluﬂ-ad hlﬂ‘“}ii .-1'5D¢

Weight 1.6 grams 16 mm.
«720 silver 280 copper
19&9.......E309,25D Iand IT).....50¢
lgﬁﬂ.i----- 25‘3’422 - e iitilill?ﬁi
1?51-rrilll{lrnﬁljﬁm}iiliiillllilijn¢
1952, ccneesl912,926) s 0vses AT T



The Republic of Guatemala, 192/4-

(Five Centavos)

(Type II)
: Lo PR .Euﬁ L0 1y R 50¢
1954 R (41 B o PR SRS, 4L5¢
1?56- -------- {Hﬂjm)iiiiiiiili!! ‘l
[ e SRS (2,869,197) cceeccnnsa2Sg
lﬁﬂliiiitiiiiilgmijﬂl!lillii'l13o¢
R i (706,000) 0sceenceesssdsSi

Type III

B S

Weight 1.6 grams
. 720 ailver

19&#1-1-1--- 1-1{2 39‘; m} IIIIIIIII 4-25‘
1%1!1-1-#1-1- o w !E?lg WE}-&----*aciiiBﬁ*
1962 . cevovee 460,000)c.c.cennssssaiOf
1%3-1-1-1-11-1-1-#111-1 ---------------- m

«280 u:}ppnr

Welight 3.3 grams 20.5 mm,
«720 silver .280 copper
1'9:25 ---------- {Eﬁ’m}irrrttlliiiiﬁﬁf
19280 ueesenesl5005000)ecsneassss .+ T5¢
RN Ceiiiaes Esm L000), . sevinit T5¢
1932l1ti-l o wE EW ﬂm} ---------- i-?ﬁf
1993 caiines .§5m,mu}. ........... 75¢
1 [ VO 11 o o 1 [ 85¢
: £ A (200,000) 4. s00e0ss:8125
PR e (150,000) esuecnnsss $1.65
s LT IR |7 il v o) [ .50¢
194k sssssss sl 1555000) e e s svsnse $Led5
L (935,000 ) caeeseenss v e25¢
19‘-6- -------- i{ﬁ&lm}ilt!ttiitlllﬁﬂ¢
YT e s nssses AT 000) s o's v snvrnne 85¢
TR s vannnsak Il 3TE) ioesnaonen $1

_Type II

Weight 3.3 grams
« 720 gilver

22

(Ten Centavos)

(Type II)
i e (425,005} 00cercsanes B85¢
- SR s e 550,341 ....... . s s 65¢
1951...cceee S - - 5 [ i [
19521-111-1--4-! [JW;[H? o E -----tl
S s (388,196} ccccuccssss 41
15k cevaa IR {ElﬁjTlﬁ .......... 50¢
2955 sasanunns (896,105) ceuciccanns 35¢
195600 cabensiens EBOLEOR . . e snninan 754
L i RS 2 [ 22? 500).c 00 00 essl5g
i L R e R 1, M?,{EE] aaasensen 15¢
1L +(253,000) s00ueeee $1.15

Type III

Weight 3, 3 grams

D e saiTeats (1,437 Dﬂﬂ}l.“......lﬁ¢
1%1 ----------- {-{-ﬁgjgﬂ} llllll & & @ i-EE#
TOEE o o e nimis inia a N MY o e iniaininniaa ol
19'631 ----------------- littt!itll!iili*
rter zal
Type I

AMERTCA GENTRAL

Weight 8,333 grems 27 mm.
« 720 silver .280 copper
1 vois ok dgdBDSO00) o0 s sisnms TP
P s e e (2,000,000} e0uusee..T5¢
ATEE . o asivievie stk (400,000) 4000ase .o $1a25
3929 eiaaaiies (400,000) 00000 eeecdl25
Type II

Milled edge. Fhoto same as Type I.

lﬂallillllliii{mrm} ----------- .*'2
19-&-'?---11--1-1--{13#,@} --------- 5-2.25
198, s i0ieensal(129,200) sennannse $2.35
1089; . esevemsmh@By0R0) o ¢ o nnessa R 1



The Republie

Twenty-five Centavos
Type I

Weight 8,333 grams 25 mm.
« 720 silver «280 copper
Vi AR s KOODL0DBL s snssniaen 43
1 | iy M SN (L 1 171 1 0y AR R eeod3
194.51----1--i-iil{M}m}iitt---tili---‘ﬁ
19464 .. ... (included with g@)*....... §2
19474 .00« included with B£1)*....$2.25

e 177 SNSRI | L ) RS Rs  J 1s)
[ 11 - FERSHPREN - - - g P e $5

# In the report from the Bank of Gua-
temsla there was no break-down between
the 25¢ of 1946 and 1947 and the @& of
1946 and 1947.

27 mm.
«280 copper

Weight 8,333 grams
.720 silver

1050 e eneseni L THABE) oo s sramuns BLa TS
1?511.1.1.; llllll {R'&%Jlllll!!!llii'i*ﬁ
e A kR b PR A . 81,50
295 e eesonnnas(256,000),00000ceeecdledd
1955‘ ------ 1-1-11{191;2ﬂ9}-++i-4+||+¢11'50
195600 0rcanses(3255651)0cneeneeea$ledS
195?-‘!!!lll--l-Il{#?ljm}llll'iririilllﬁ
1958, s csnvssasl365,96))0scccnsas $1.35
1050 . v seeneldELi200) e veniiane -$1.50

Weight 8.333 grems
720 gilver

of Guatemala, 1924-

23

(Twenty-five Centavos)
(Type III)

lgmlliillilli{m,dm]liiiiiliili-#l
b [ ERMRPRIN | |-y i e . $1.25
192, v vvesnessl2205000) 00 00eeeefleD
1%3- --------- sSaEmsEEsEFS s ER R TE#

Weight 16,666 grams
« 720 silver

34 mm,
.280 copper

1925, 0 enannee(Bb00,000) sesccneeeeedh

Weight 11.994 grams
o120 silver

31 mm,
280 copper

JOE e v s .(1,231,486)......51.50
l%jji-lillli‘llilllIjlt-liiijjsljzﬁ

One Quetzal
Type I

Weight 33.333 grams
iﬁﬂ' Eil‘l"ﬂfr

39 mm.
280 copper



The Republic of Guatemala, 1924=-

(One Quetzal)
(Type I)

So far there is a bigger demand for
this than for any other modern Guate-
malan coin. Prices range from $20.00
to $200.00.

1925 is the only year of issue. A let-
ter from the Banco de Guatemala ex-
plaina:

"The coins of silver of one Quetzal
were not struck after 1925 beczuse of
their large size, which made them in-
convenient with the public for cireula-
tion, and were demonitized, according
to the Decree of the legislative Agsem-
E%EH-:. 182/, of the fourth of May of

Paper £l are now in circulation.

Guatemalan Coins Struck st Foreign Mints

In 1917 a terrific earthquake almost totally destroyed the city of Guatemala, Be-
cause of this, in the years following, many coins were struck in foreign mints.
There were no identifying marks on these coina.

Roval Mint, London

5 centavos - 1928, 1929, 1932, 1933,
1934, 1938, and 1943

10 centavos - 1928, 1929, 1932, 1933,
193454 19371 1933, and
1943

1+ Quetzal - 1926, 1928, 1929

United State t, Philadelphia

1l centave - 1943
2 centavos = 1943

5 centavos - 19.3
10 centavos - 19.3
+ Quetzal - 1925

25 centavos - 1943
4+ Quetszal - 1925

1l Quetzal - 1925

5 Quetzales - 1926
10 Quetzales = 19264
20 Quetzales - 1926

United States Mint, San Francisco

1l centave = 194L
2 cantavos - 1944



The Republic of Guatemala, 1924~

Gold Coins

A1l modern Guatemalan gold coins are ,900 fine gold, and .100 fine copper. OSince
the exchange is §1 to $1 Americen, the gold exchange is about the same thing. The
@5 1s about the size of the American gold Half-Eagle ($5.00), the £10, about the
size of the American gold Eagle ($10.00), and the §20, sbout the same as the Double
Eaglae,

As established coin collectsrs know very well, there is a law in the United States
that no gold coins dated after 1933 may be imported into the United States. However,
ALL gold coins imported BEFORE May 5, 1960, may be legally held. This has no effect
on Guatemalan gold, however, &s none has been coined since 1926, The only three is-
sues are listed below. Prices are for uncirculated pleces.

Five Quetzales Ten Quetsales
Weight 8,39592 grams 22 mm. Weight 16,7185 grams 27 mm,
200 gold .100 copper 900 gold .100 copper
1925‘ llllllllll {.ﬂ.ﬂ,mﬂ}- ------- U tdlrﬁ .1?2611ll-i-llIll{la,m:)iilnl-llfilliﬁ‘n
1 et

Weight 33.437 grams 34 mm.

900 gold .100 copper

o Lo W o (49,000])s.:0000ses $150

25



c m Me

This covers the period between 1789 and 1926, The first Guatemalan medal commemora-
ted the founding of the Academy of Fine Arts in 1789. Since then there have been
medals to commemorate the founding of the Postal Administration in 1808, the Indepen-
dence of 1821, military victeries, cultural events, World Fairs, and even a Masonic
convention in 1874. The last medal commemorated the founding of the Central Bank of

The medals pletured below do not present a complete list, but simply selections from
the medallic history of Guatemala, Sr. Prober lists 36 medals, but I have seen two

Guatemalan medals which do not appear on his list,.

Coronation of Ferdinand VII, 1808

Struck for the "Batalion of the Dis- Independence
triet of Olancho" 1821

Military Medal Masonic Medal
1812 1874
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Commemorative Medals

Central Redlway
1884

The Central Rajlway medals were
struck in silver and gold.

Central American
Pact of Union
1890

In honor of the re-establishment of

the federstion. It never occurred.

Columbus statue
1894

At the time of the erection of =

statue of Columbus honoring the I-
talians of Guatemala, a medal was

alsc struck commemorating the event.
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Pact of Union
1897

Second National Expositieon
1905

The Bank of Guatemala
1926



BAITIOAS POR EL ANTIOUO BANCO CENTRAL,

al 50 junio

Julio a1 B1/Dis,

1858
1959

1942

EMISIONES IE MONEDAS POR AROS

Q. 0.005

15,000,00
15,000,00

270,00

§0.00

SEARRAZ LA ERF
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Q.0,01
l'mim
5,000,00
50,000,00
15,000.00
10,000,00
§,000,00
10, 000,00
10,000,00
15,000,00
4,500,00
20, 500,00
940,00

4,450,00
11,210.00
16,290,00
21,150,47
56,654.27
85,864,356
14,451.80
22,144,78
14, 540,00
84,009, 74
88,000,00
59,000,00
50,000,00
20,010,00
$1,000,00
50,000,00
18,000,00

PERLEEE EREERELE L

BANCO DEGUATEMALA

A
X :r%g’ﬂ i d

F
L .



Q.0.05
56,185,00

50, 000,00
50, 000,00
100, 000,00
15, 200,00
75,000,00
20, 000,00
18,300,00

i

45,000;00

51,500,00
115, 500,00
41, 500,00

EL BANCO DE GUATEMALA

44,200,00
91,700,00
52,800,,00
42,795,55
22,671,10
51,575.00
45,648,50
22,525,70
25,997.60
88,152,70
79,995,75

148,459,865
91,466,685
85, 500,00

119,700,00
40,8%9,90
60, 755.45

Q.0.10
§7,260.00

§0,000,00
50,000,00
50, 000,00
§0, 000,00
45,000,00
20,000,00
15, 000,00
80,000,00
15, 500,00
98,500,00
52,000,00

24,400,00
47,100,00
52, 400,00
42,588,10
55,084,10
26,298,40
50,718,90
58,819,680
55,809, 50
88,501,00
115,429,10
114,902,680
25,500,00
143,700,00
45,995,40
28,000,00

Q.0.25

290, 000,00
500,000, 00
100, 000,00
100,000,00

SRR S

225,000,00

5,500,00
24,500,00

22,700,00
$5,500,00
32, 800,00

6,255.00
19,872,75

5,125,50
28,084 ,25
61,500,00
47,802,256
91,412,75

122,750,00
91,490,25
50, 500,00

156,100,00
50,887,50
51,000,00

D
L]
(=]
L ]
8

€15,745,00

On facing pages is a CHART OF DATES AND MINTAGES of the Bank of
Guatemala since 1925, + through 50 centavos,
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I alsc used the sale catalogue of the Prober<Noromha collection of the coins
of Guatemala. This collection was presented by Mr. Henry Christensen on De-
cember 6; 1963,

I should 1like to make particular reference here to Sr. Prober's Historia Nu-
mismatics de Guatemala., Sr. Prober is undoubtedly the outstanding suthority
on Guatemalan coinage. His work, published originelly in Portuguese, as he
is himself a Brazilian, was translated into Spenish by invitation of the Bank
of Guatemala and published to mark the occasion of the eleventh anniversary
of the establishment of the Bank, It i= a acholarly work, which includes re-
prints of the officiel documents having to do with the coimage, charts show-
ing the coinage since 1733, lists of commemorative coins and medals, tokens,
and military decorations and orders of Guatemala. No one is likely to ap=-
proach Sr. Prober's work in wealth of informationm.

It was Sr. Prober's personal collection of Guatemalan coins which formed a
part of that aunctioned by Mr. Henry Christensen in New Jersey in December,
1963. The prices realized for these coins are being listed and should be a-
vailable from Christensen shortly.

Here I should like to express my sincere thanks to the Bank of Guatemala for
its letters of information. I kmow I must have made a nuisance of myself

with all my questions. Without its help, this project would have ended in
the idea stapge.
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INDEX

Additional information, &

Bank of Guatemala, lists of coins issued since 1925, 28-29; letter on nu-
mismatic society, 6

Bird of Guatemala, 5

Bust type coins, 9-10

Carrera coinage,, 15-16

Casas, Bartolome de las, 20-21

Central American Republie, 14

Cob type coinage, 2-9

Colonial coins, 8=12; gold, 12

Colonisl mints, 8

Colonial mint marks, 8

Commemorative coins, 15

Commemorative medals, 26-27

Countermarked coins, 15, 18

Flag of Guatemsla, 5

Forelgn mints, coins strueck at, 24

Gold, 12, 18, 25

History of Guatemala, 3-4

Language, &

Mexican Empire, 13

Numismatic history, 7

Wumismatic socisty of Cuatemala, 6

Pillar type coinage, 8-9

Population, &

Presidents, 3-4

Proclamation pleces, 10-12; Central Government, 10-11; Districts, 11-12

Provisional Coimage, 19

Republic of Guatemala, 184,7-1924, 15-19; decimel coinage, 16; gold, 18

Republic of Guatemala, 1924-, 20-25; gold, 25

Size, 4

Trade Dollar (U. 5.), 16
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